COLLEGE OF SOUTHERN NEVADA

JPN198B  SPECIAL TOPIC: KANJI III

FALL SEMESTER 2008

ONLINE COURSE SYLLABUS

1. START HERE

You will use just one Internet site, the CSN WEBCT (www.csn.edu) for all our class assignments.

As the course schedule below indicates, you are required to take 3 quizzes and the final exam towards the end of the semester (11/24-12/10) in person at one of three Testing Centers located on Cheyenne, West Charleston, and Henderson campuses.

Course Textbook: A Guide to Reading & Writing Japanese, edited by

Florence Sakade, Charles E. Tuttle Company: Rutland, Vermont. 

 ISBN: 0804833656

The textbook is available at both West Charleston and Cheyenne campus bookstores, and is also easy to order.

2. COURSE & INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION

Course: JPN198B DED01  Special Topic: Kanji III

Professor: Dr. Sachie Karasawa

Office Phone: (702) 651-4105 (takes messages 24 hrs.)

Office Fax #: (702) 651-4760

Internal Mail Sort Code: N2C

Office Location: Cheyenne Room 2222-B

Office Hours: Virtual Office Hours

CSN Email: sachie.karasawa@csn.edu
Emailing schedule: Monday-Thursday--The professor will respond within 24 hours. Weekends and holidays--The course email will not be checked on weekends nor on holidays. During these times, your wait time will be longer before receiving a response. 

3. GOAL & LEARNING OUTCOMES

This course has a very simple and clear goal: The students reach the level of passing Kanji Kentei 8-kyu Test. 

Course outcomes: 

The students (1) will be able to read and write 440 kanji without references,

(2) will know the meaning of each kanji, (3) will be able to read, write and understand the meaning of words in which these kanji characters are used so that they will be ready for taking and passing Kanji Kentei 8-kyu Test.

4. WHAT IS KANJI KENTEI TEST?

Kanji Kentei Test is administered by the Japan Kanji Aptitude Test Association (http://www.kentei.co.jp/) twice a year, typically in June and January. Las Vegas has its own private test site: Las Vegas Gakuen (Japanese Saturday School open every Saturday at Clark High School). 

5. PREREQUISITE REQUIREMENTS

Kanji Kentei Tests are cumulative: Kanji Kentei 10-kyu Test covers 80 kanji, and Kanji Kentei 9-kyu Test covers 240 kanji (i.e. 160 new kanji in addition to 80 kanji introduced at 10-kyu level). Kanji Kentei 8-kyu covers 200 new kanji in addition to 240 already introduced at the previous 2 levels. 
Although Kanji Kentei 8-kyu Test will be mainly on the newest 200 kanji, any of the 240 previous kanji could also appear in the test, and therefore, all of the students in this 8-kyu course are required to have good knowledge of 10-kyu (Kanji I) and 9-kyu (Kanji II) level kanji. 

The students also need to have knowledge of basic Japanese vocabulary & sentence patterns in order to understand the meanings of the words that are written in kanji within Japanese sentences. For this reason, JPN111 is a prerequisite for all CSN kanji courses, and it is recommended that the students also have at least JPN112 level knowledge of Japanese.

6. KANJI KENTEI TEST FORMATS

The actual Kanji Kentei Tests are paper & pencil tests in all vertical writing.

Types of questions that are the same as 10-kyu and 9-kyu: (1) stroke order questions of two kinds, (a) answering the stroke number and (b) answering the final stroke number, (2) reading of kanji words in hiragana within sentences, and (3) writing of hiragana words in kanji within sentences.

New types of questions for 8-kyu: (1) converting words written in katakana, to kanji + okurigana (i.e. hiragana parts of the words) and (2) assigning appropriate kanji for pairs of homonyms (i.e. same sounds but different meanings) that are used within pairs of sentences.

7. TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS

WebCT Technical Requirements

Network Connections: A CABLE or DSL connection is required for use of the online course. Although Dial Up connections are supported, you may experience very long delays.

Computer: All assignments will be posted in both Word and PDF formats and contain Japanese writing. If you don’t have Japanese fonts on your computer, you will need to add Japanese fonts. Adding languages is very easy if your computer has XP or Vista.

If you use XP: Open Control Panel, select Regional and Language Options, click on Languages tab, click on Details, add Japanese, and choose Language Bar preferences.

If you use Vista: Open Control Panel, select Regional and Language Options, click on Languages tab, click on Change keyboards, add Japanese, and choose Language Bar preferences.

If you choose to read assignments in PDF files, make sure you have Adobe Acrobat Reader (available for downloading free at  www.adobe.com), and you will need to download Asian Fonts Package from Adobe website: www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/acrrasianfontpack.html
(This package is also free.)

Browser: For best viewing, make sure your Web Browser is compatible with WebCT.

Optional Equipments (NOT required but nice options to have)

Scanner: This would be a very useful option, if you would like the professor to check your Japanese handwriting.

Fax: Just as having a scanner is helpful for getting your handwriting checked occasionally, if you have a fax machine, you can complete some of your assignments and/or practice tests in handwriting instead of typing them and sending them to the professor’s office for review.

International Language Labs

Both Cheyenne and West Charleston campuses have International Language Labs, and a small number of computers dedicated to International Languages are also available inside Henderson Testing Center. Japanese language will be added to the computers during this summer. 

Technological Support and Help Desk

CSN Help Desk Phone Number: (702) 651-4357

8. COURSE SCHEDULE, ASSIGNMENTS & DUE DATES

	Week 
	Assignments
	Due Dates

	1 

(August 25-  ) 
	1st 40 kanji practice sheets*
	

	2

(August 31-  )
	2nd 40 kanji practice sheets

kanji stroke order practice (1)**

kanji meaning practice (1)**

Basic vocabulary practice (1)***
	Sept. 6

by 11:30 p.m.

	3

(Sept. 7-   )
	3rd 40 kanji practice sheets

kanji stroke order practice (2)

kanji meaning practice (2)

Basic vocabulary practice (2)
	Sept. 13

by 11:30 p.m.

	4

(Sept. 14-  )
	4th 40 kanji practice sheets

kanji stroke order practice (3)

kanji meaning practice (3)

Basic vocabulary practice (3)
	Sept. 20

by 11:30 p.m.

	5

(Sept. 21-  )
	5th 40 kanji practice sheets

kanji stroke order practice (4)

kanji meaning practice (4)

Basic vocabulary practice (4)
	Sept. 27

by 11:30 p.m.

	6

(Sept. 28-  )


	kanji stroke order practice (5)

kanji meaning practice (5)

Basic vocabulary practice (5)

Vocabulary reading practice (1)
	Oct. 4

by 11:30 p.m.

	7

(Oct. 5-  )
	Vocabulary reading practice (2)
	Oct. 11

by 11:30 p.m.

	8

(Oct. 12-  )
	Vocabulary reading practice (3)
	Oct. 18

by 11:30 p.m.

	9

(Oct. 19-  )
	Vocabulary reading practice (4)
	Oct. 25

by 11:30 p.m.

	10

(Oct. 26-  )
	Vocabulary reading practice (5)

Sample practice test (1)
	Nov. 1

by 11:30 p.m.

	11

(Nov. 2-  )
	Sample practice test (2)
	Nov. 7

by 11:30 p.m.

	12

(Nov. 9-  )
	Sample practice test (3)
	Nov. 14

by 11:30 p.m.

	13

(Nov. 16-  )
	Quiz 1****
	Nov. 26

	14

(Nov. 23-26)
	Quiz 2
	Nov. 26

	15

(Nov. 30-  )
	Quiz 3
	Dec. 6

	16

(Dec. 7-10)
	Final Exam
	Dec. 10*****


*These kanji practice sheets are strictly for your own practice, and you don’t have to submit them. Please print them out and practice.

All other assignments on the list have to be submitted on or before the due dates, except those three quizzes and the final exam that have to be taken in one of the Testing Centers at Cheyenne, West Charleston, or Henderson campuses. (Please also check Quizzes & Final Exam Instructions section below.)
The answer keys will be posted within 2 days after each due date.

**Each of these kanji stroke order and meaning practices are based on the kanji practice sheets introduced in the previous week.

***Basic vocabulary practices are also based on the kanji that have been previously introduced, but they are cumulative and also include kanji kentei 10-kyu and 9-kyu level kanji.

****Quiz 1 will be made available at the Testing Center of your choice at the beginning of Week 13, so you can take it during Week 13 if you prefer, or you can take both Quizzes 1 & 2 during Week 14. (As is shown on the list, November 26th is the due date for both Quizzes 1 & 2.)

*****There will be NO EXTENSIONS of due dates for Quizzes & Final Exam!

9. GRADING

	Course requirements
	Percentage

	Kanji stroke order practices

Kanji meaning practices

Basic vocabulary practices

Vocabulary reading exercises

Sample practice tests

Quizzes*

Final Exam

                           Total
	    5%

  10%

  10%

  20%

  15%

  20%

  20%

100%


*Two best scores of 3 quizzes will be counted for this requirement, but you have to take all 3 quizzes to meet this portion of the course requirements.

Although it is possible to do your practices while looking at reference material all the time, it is always recommended that you do the practices without any references first to check your actual level of understanding so that you can measure your readiness for taking the real Kentei Test.

Grading Scale

	A

A-

B+

B
	  100-94%    

    93-90%

    89-87%

    86-84%
	B-

C+

C

C-
	  83-80%

  79-77%

  76-74%

  73-70%
	D+

D

D-

F
	  69-67%

  66-64%

  63-60%

  below 60%


10. QUIZZES & FINAL EXAM INSTRUCTIONS

The main reason the quizzes and the final exam have to be taken at the testing center is that the actual Kanji Kentei Test is paper & pencil, and therefore, you need to get used to its format and physical environment. The maximum time allowed to take each quiz and the final exam will be 40 minutes, the same length as the actual kentei test. 
You need to notify your professor at which one of the Cheyenne, West Charleston, and Henderson Testing Centers you want to take your 3 quizzes and final exam by November 10th at the latest, so your tests will be delivered to the right location in a timely manner. The Testing Center Information is listed below.

	Testing Center Location Information

	Cheyenne Testing Center    Cheyenne Main Building Room 1106

Phone: 651-4050

	West Charleston Testing Center  Building D Room 112

Phone: 651-5733

	Henderson Testing Center   Building B Room 107

Phone: 651-3128


As of June 24, business hours for each of these testing centers for Fall 2008 are not finalized. Once you sign up for the course, you will be able to view the updated course syllabus posted to Web CT in August. Even then, it is always recommended that you call the testing center to confirm their business hours on the date you plan to take your quizzes & final exam.

There will be absolutely NO EXTENSION for the quizzes and final

exam due dates.
11. POLICIES
1. Scholastic dishonesty will not be tolerated and will be grounds for failing grades for the first offense and possible expulsion from the class for continued offenses.

2. Do not ask to copy the work of anyone and do not allow anyone to copy yours. Furthermore, no one else should be doing any work for you or submitting work for you.

3. As the professor, I reserve the right to make modifications to the syllabus and or assignments/quizzes if necessary. If adjustments occur, I will notify the class in a timely manner using the course email.

4. Students are to abide by all college academic and course policies.

5. No student will use the course communications for personal gain. Furthermore, students are to conduct themselves appropriately when using the course communications. Any disruptive student may be removed from the course. 

12. SUPPORT SERVICE

Statement from Disability Resource Center

“If you have a documented disability that may require assistance, you will need to contact the Disability Resource center located in the Student Service Center on each campus. The DRC can be contacted at the following numbers: Cheyenne Campus 651-4045, Henderson 651-3086, and West Charleston 651-5644.”

Please note that every attempt will be made to make accommodations for online course students with verified disabilities. The types of accommodations may vary due to the nature of the online course. Also please be aware that assignments, quizzes, and the final exam have already been made accessible and accommodated for extended periods of time for all students.

As of June 24, 2008, the contents of this syllabus show the most updated information available. Any information presented here is subject to change if such modification becomes necessary. The primary purpose of this version of syllabus is to give prospective students as much information about this course as possible early on so they could make the right decision as to whether this course would meet their needs and expectations.

