
Faculty Senate Meeting 

Cheyenne Campus Room 2411 

September 11, 2009 

 

Call to Order:  Chair Rauls opened the meeting at 1:05 p.m, by introducing himself and Chair-Elect 

Bill Kerney. 

Secretary Election:  

Chair Rauls asked for nominations for Senate Secretary.  No one was nominated.  Dorsey Ballow 

volunteered, and was approved by majority vote to act as temporary secretary for today’s meeting.   

Chair Rauls introduced the New Senators and asked them to come forward to be acknowledged. 

Approval of May 1, 2009 Minutes:  

Chair Rauls received e-mail responses reflecting corrections to the minutes, there were spelling 

errors and additions to the guest list.   All of the corrections were noted.   Senator Steve Konowalow 

made a motion to approve the minutes with corrections; motion was seconded and approved by 

majority vote. 

Committee Memberships:  

Executive Committee:  

Chair Rauls reported that he has one seat to fill on the Executive Committee and has asked Shari 

Lyman to sit as an Ex-Officio.   The Executive Committee will begin re-writing By-Laws for Faculty 

Senate and the College. 

Faculty Welfare Committee:  

Chair Rauls reported that Senate voted to create an Evaluation committee; however, he could not 

find verification in the By-Laws to make it a Standing Committee.   The Faculty Welfare committee 

has been charged with looking at Faculty Workload.  He would like the same group to work on that 

issue.  Chair Rauls will combine the Faculty Welfare and the Evaluation committees. He noted that 

Past-Chair Cosgrove has agreed to update the Senate website. 

Academic Standards Committee –Fred Monardi, Chair 

Budget Committee- Dick McGee, Chair 

Curriculum Committee-Sergio Guzman , Chair 

(note:  Webpage list curriculum process; each school has two meetings ,one in fall and one in spring, 

the college committee meets monthly) 

Ethics Committee-  Chair unassigned 

On-Line Resources Committee- Dale Etheridge, Chair 

Procedures Committee-Laura McBride, Chair 

(note: will take first steps in re-writing  election procedures) 

Professional Advancement Committee- 

Sabbatical Committee- Alok Pandey, Chair 

Travel Committee-Eric Moreau, Chair  (note: there will be travel funding this year, for up to two (2) 

trips, and, preferably an on-line application process) 

Salary & Benefits Committee- Judy Stewart, Chair 

 



Motion to accept the committee membership was made by Terri Pippin and Tracy Sherman 

Seconded.  Motion passed by majority vote. 

 Chair Rauls announced that the Ad-Hoc committees will remain the same.  He also said some of the 

one-year hires were interested in committee service and will be placed on Ad-Hoc committees. 

Guest:  Chair Rauls introduced Jackie Matthews, Executive Director-CSN Foundation and Jamille 

Walton, Scholarship Coordinator, CSN Foundation 

Director Matthews praised Faculty for the fabulous job they do for the College, saying the 

reputation the College has is based on what they do.    She defined the Foundation and explained 

the position of each Foundation staff member (Shirley Carton, Operations Manager; Mary Thomas, 

Manager, Special Events, Jamille Walton, Scholarship Coordinator).  She reported that last year 

Foundation raised approximately nine-million dollars.  They receive numerous Scholarships each 

year and their goal is to make sure each scholarship is awarded.  Director Matthews reported that 

the majority of the money they receive comes externally; about $300,000 comes from the pockets 

of their trustees, who pledge to make $10,000 donations each year.  The Foundation is working 

towards having a successful Annual Campaign, and they also receive planned gifts that come to the 

College after ones death; she reminded Senators that they can make the College beneficiary for a 

small percentage of their estate.   Director Matthews named some of the Special Events sponsored 

by the Foundation; i.e., Major League Golf Tournament; Legacy Gala (scheduled for April 24, 2010 at 

M Resort); Lion King; Fall Fun Fest (plan to have a carnival and vendors over Nevada Day break). 

Director Matthews explained a new project they are working on, called the DINE ABOUT CARD, 

which they hope to launch in November.  It is like a credit card, will have three levels and cost 

$15.00 for six months.  

Director Matthews introduced Jameel Walton to explain the Student Scholarships. Coordinator 

Walton passed out a handout and explained that every year they have scholarships that are not 

awarded.  She asked faculty to encourage their students to apply for the scholarships.  She said its 

hard when a Donor calls looking for a thank you note and finds out their scholarship was not 

awarded.  She explained the different types of scholarships and some of the benefits that go along 

with them.   Coordinator Walton stated the deadline for applying this year, is Friday September 18th.  

She also informed Senators that when a student applies for one scholarship, they are included for all 

available scholarship awards.  The IBT Scholarship is for students majoring in Engineering.  

Coordinator Walton answered questions from Senators. 

Professor Mark Peplowski addressed Senate to announce an October 14th event to be held on 

Cheyenne Campus at 7:00 p.m. with guest speaker Antonia Juhasz Author of “The Tyranny of Oil”.  

She will be on speaking to students, faculty, staff and the public regarding the economy, political 

world, and the environment.  A meet and greet will be held at 5:00 p.m.   Clips of her lectures can be 

found on the website, CSN Capitol Club .com.   

Report from Committee on Social Sciences’ Chair Election: 

Chair Rauls reminded Senators that back in May one of the candidates asked the Senate to look into 

the matter.   There was a motion and the Senate created an Ad Hoc committee.  Judy Stewart was 

charged with picking the members.   The charge of the committee was to make recommendations to 

the Faculty Senate regarding an investigation of the Social Sciences Chair Election.  Chair Rauls gave 

the floor to Chair-Elect Bill Kerney, Chair of the Ad Hoc committee. 



Chair Elect Kerney asked the members , Diana Clennan, Bob Aberle, Laura McBride and Patrick Villa 

(absent today) to present the report. 

Laura McBride reported on the considerations taken up by the committee.  The committee reached 

agreement about the matters, and met with General Counsel Richard Hinckley to clarify the legal 

status of their findings.  Laura McBride read the report to Senate (see attached).  

Chair –Elect Kerney called for questions.  Al Balboni commented that he is pleased the Social 

Sciences Department can move forward.  Bob Aberle and Laura McBride also answered questions 

from Faculty.  Chair Rauls answered a question from Tom Lisa regarding what the Faculty Senate 

could do.  Chair Rauls said policy will be enacted through an Ad Hoc committee.   He also said he will 

run the Business Department election exactly according to the written Policy, exactly to the word.  

Chair –Elect Kerney called for a motion to move from info to action, motion was approved.  After 

further discussion, Steve Konowalow made a motion to “Accept the Report of the Committee and 

include it in the minutes” Diana Clennan seconded, motion passed by majority vote.  Chair Rauls 

thanked the committee for their work. 

Chair’s Report: 

Budget:  

Chair Rauls has been in conversations with Dr. Richards, VP Charlton and VP Divine planning and 

preparing for future cuts. 

 

Chair Rauls has spoken with Dr. Richards and Chancellor Klaich regarding concern over 

accommodating students.  They are looking at 9-10% growth, and funding from the State is capped 

at certain Levels.  Adding additional students without staff, faculty etc, is a disservice to students. 

Chair Rauls says we will be hearing more from CSN Administration and NSHE regarding these 

concerns. 

Bookstore:  

The contract was given again to Follett, it was signed last week.  The deadline for Book orders is 

October 15th. The Bookstore is promising to have books for every student as they are ordered. 

If a title is ordered by the deadline and is not available, the Bookstore will donate a $1,000 to the 

College Scholarship Fund.  Every student will get a $25.00 gift card from Follet and the book will be 

overnighted to them; all this is written in the contract.  Chair Rauls will invite Follet to a future 

Faculty Senate Meeting. 

Add Drop Policy- (Comments): 

-Overwhelming majority like the new Add Drop Policy 

-Senator Joe Miller commented that the policy should be clearer 

-Senator Eric Moreau says Policy seems to be working fine 

-Ken Betita commented that in time especially in the counseling department, he also commented 

regarding the increasing enrollments and if there should be a priority based on credit hours of the 

students.  

-Laura McBride commented that during the first week students are put in spots without 

permission-not willing to add over caps-forms need to be changed (by color). 

-Eric Moreau says they may need to look at the withdrawal Policy again.  Withdrawals count as a 

negative thing and, perhaps instead of just giving a date, a reason should be given for withdrawal. 



-We have Policy to deal with Disruptive Students 

Swine Flu (H1N1): 

-Chair Rauls will attend a training on Monday regarding the Swine Flu (H1N1) 

-Will look at what will happen when a situation comes up with sick students 

-CSN has an Infection Control Manager- Jean Wolf 

-May have to be flexible regarding attendance issues 

Furlough Plan: 

-Regents directed institutions to un-tenured faculty to take 4.6% next year 

-Tenured Faculty more complicated due to different types of contracts 

-Added extra grading day and extra days to convocation for untenured faculty 

-Every institution has a different plan 

New Business: 

-Shari Lyman will present a resolution at the October meeting regarding the DE office being critically 

understaffed. 

-Jim Matovina would like to see Instructor being notified if students are added to on-line courses.  

 

-Dale Etheridge commented that on-line faculty are treated differently.  He knows there are legal 

issues regarding access to student rosters, but would like the issue addressed. 

Adjournment: 

Motion to adjourn was unanimously approved at 3:05 p.m. 

 

Attachments: Chair Election Committee Report 

Vm/9-11-09 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ATTACHMENT 

September 11, 2009 

 

REPORT from the COMMITTEE to CONSIDER 

EARNEST BRACEY’S REQUEST FOR ACTION 

 

Chair:  Patrick Villa 

Members:   Robert Aberle, Diana Clennan, Bill Kerney, Laura McBride 

 

 

PROCESS: 

 

The committee met in person, with all members attending, to discuss the events 

surrounding the first and second elections for Chair of Social Sciences (8/24/09).  We 

discussed the sequence of events as presented at the May meeting of Senate. We 

considered the implication that cheating may have occurred, and the public airing of the 

names of people who might have been in a position to do so.  We considered Dr. 

Bracey’s request that his own name be exonerated.  After the committee reached 

unanimous agreement about these matters, it met with Richard Hinckley, CSN legal 

counsel.  Mr. Hinckley clarified the legal status of one point, which is indicated in the 

findings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FINDINGS: 



 

The ad hoc committee finds: 

 

1) That no investigation of the first election should be held.  

 

The ad hoc committee does not believe that an investigation into the first election 

would lead to the truth of what happened.  Faculty Senate has no legal authority to 

compel testimony or to investigate; an investigation would lead to more hearsay and 

supposition.   

 

2) That the decision to hold a second election is deeply troubling 

 

 The first election was held in a manner consistent with elections held for 
department chair in many other departments.  All other chair elections were 
allowed to stand without challenge. 

 The impetus for holding a second election was based on informal polling of 
department members after the results of the first election were announced.  
Asking people to reveal private votes is fraught with the possibility of error, and 
the information retrieved by such a method should not be presumed credible.  

 The decision to hold a second election was not brought to the full executive 
committee or the full faculty senate for consideration.   

 The then-chair of faculty senate was a member of the department in question, 
and involved in the decision to hold a second election. 

 

3) That the result of the second election shall stand. 

 

A second election was held under the auspices of Faculty Senate authority, and in the 

manner expressed in the written policy concerning chair elections.  It is the advice of 

Richard Hinckley, CSN legal counsel, that these facts give the second election legal 

weight in the event of a challenge.  

 

4) That Dr. Bracey should receive the exoneration he sought in April. 

 



Earnest Bracey asked Faculty Senate to acknowledge that he had fairly won an election 

that had been carried out in the manner of many departmental elections, and we find 

that this is true. We recommend that the written transcript of this report stand as our 

endorsement of Dr. Bracey’s request. 

 

5) That Faculty Senate adopts new and binding policies for elections 

 

There is an urgent need for clear policies regarding elections and potential challenges to 

these elections.  This policy should be put in place prior to any elections being held in 

the spring of 2010. The revised election policy should state who has the authority to 

overturn an election, and under what conditions.  

 

 

 

 




