

Date:

March 28, 2003

Time:

12:00PM -1:30PM

Location:
West Charleston Campus D-325

Present:
Susan Hovey (Chair), Steve Alpern, Al Balboni, Theo Bryns, 

Vartouhi Asherian, Richard Bowles, Darrin Devine, Dale Etheridge,

Smita Rao, Diana Roberts, Jim Matovina, Fran Campbell, Lawrence Ita,

Kody Kearns, Fred Sigman, Ruth Strode, Steve Konowalow, 

Tina Eliopolus, Jennifer Nelson.

I.
Meeting called to order at 12:10PM by Susan (Doughnuts provided by Susan)

II.
Update on WebCT upgrade from version 3.8.2.7 to version 4.0 given by Kody Kearns.

The upgrade will occur May 28 – 30 in time for summer session courses.  Kody distributed a handout detailing WebCT Campus Edition 4.0 (available upon request).  The new version will have a cleaner look, with a tabbed interface.  This version gets us closer to the Vista system, which is where we are headed.  Lessons will be easier to develop within WebCT.  PowerPoint can be uploaded directly.  Browser incompatibilities will be immediately indicated.  Kody will put up a preliminary course so we can all see the new look before the final conversion.  Please take a couple of glances before fall.  We plan to move to Vista.  CCSN will drive the state.  All WebCT faculty will be notified.

III.
Minutes from January 24, 2003 and January 31, 2003 meetings were reviewed and approved.

IV.
Peer Evaluation Forms for online courses and instructors are in the works.  The general consensus is supportive. (Fran Campbell)

V.
DE Reorganization recommendations have been accepted.  However, funding remains uncertain.  No formal recommendation was made by DE Advisory Committee to eliminate DE Coordinator position.  Motion was made and passed to approve new positions.  Unanimous vote.


Given that we project an enrollment of 10,000 students in distance education courses for fall 2003, we unanimously support that a recommendation be sent to the administration:


Positions should be authorized and hired immediately.


VI.
Draft of DE Strategic Directions handout from Theo Bryns.  Please take home, read, and discuss.  We need to solidify and have some sort of specific plan for strategic directions.  


2+2 possibilities include Bachelor of Applied Sciences – AA degree in Horticulture and go on to earn Bachelor’s Degree in Management or AA in Surveying and go on to earn Bachelor’s Degree in Surveying.  Possible programs in nursing.  Drive toward a true consortium in Nevada.  Spend more time on this.  Step #1 = Community College, Step #2 = NSC, and in the future bring in universities. Which model would be best for us?

Sub-committee formed to look at existing models of 2+2 programs – Jennifer Nelson, Steve Konowalow, Darrin Devine, Kody Kearns, and Vartouhi Asherian.  

Please send thoughts, suggestions, examples to any of the members.

Note: Curricular issues and instructional issues will stay with departments.  The sub-committee will only look at models that might fit Nevada.  Will provide general guidelines, and set the big picture.  Departments will be involved later.

VII.
We recognize the need for a Procedures Handbook.  Sub-committee needed to look over present Distance Education Office Faculty Handbook and General Information booklet and begin work on an official Procedures Handbook for Distance Education.  

Sub-committee formed to begin work on Procedures Handbook – Diana Roberts, Smita Rao, Steve Alpern, Ruth Strode, and Kody Kearns.

Please send thoughts, suggestions, examples to any of the members.

VII.
Our next meeting will be held Friday, April 25, 2003, 12:00PM at Big Dog’s.


Please plan to attend CCSN picnic at the Sunset Park on April 26, 2003! 

