Curriculum Committee
September 24th, 2010
Minutes
Members:         Sergio Guzman (Chair)
                           Doug Nelson- Advanced & Applied Technology
                          Margaret Taylor- Advanced & Applied Technology
		Bette Brickman- Arts & Letters- Absent
		Lisa Bailey- Arts & Letters
		Joseph Quagliano-Bus. Hosp. & Public Safety- Absent
		Robert Aberle- Bus. Hosp. & Public Safety
		Greg Niemasik- Counseling
		Darin Dockstader- Education, Behavioral & Soc Sciences- Absent
		Mark Rauls- Education, Behavioral & Soc Sciences- Absent
		Robert Petrucci- Health Sciences
		Leslie Zuckerman- Health Sciences
		Matthew Mahrt- Science & Math
		Billy Duke- Science & Math
Ex-Officio:	NJ Pettit-Counseling- Absent
Jason Cifra-Director of Counseling-Absent
Clarissa Erwin – Director of College Library Services-Absent  
		Beverly Jackson-Catalog Production
Hyla Winters-Assoc. VP, Academic Affairs- Absent
Pat Zozaya – Registrar - Absent
Recording
Secretary:	Virginia McRoyal – W32E

Chair Guzman opened the meeting at 9:35am


Chair Guzman explained why many members were absent. 
Approval of minutes from May & August meetings:
Rob Petrucci moved to approve the May 14, 2010 minutes, Bob Aberle seconded, and Minutes were approved by majority vote.
Bob Aberle moved to approve the August 25, 2010 minutes, Matthew Mahrt seconded, and minutes were approved by majority vote.

Curriculum Review subcommittee
Things to be explored: 
-Why people can only come to curriculum every month.
-Mainstream the process
- Why items are not reviewed one at a time
-Forms  i.e. electronic signatures
Margaret Taylor reported that they are looking  to automate the forms process. She stated there is already a form in Microsoft Office that could be used for this purpose. She has designed a sample (see on Angel).
-Course Form Flow Chart
Discussion ensued regarding the “flow” of forms, and the process and point of when to obtain signatures.  Beverly commented that they have been trying to cut down on paper. 
Motion to utilize the department chair signature before the review committee and all subsequent signatures after the review committee has screened items was made by Rob Petrucci and seconded by Doug Nelson. Motion was approved by majority vote.
  
Catalog Task force: (Rob Petrucci, Beverley Jackson, Pat Zozaya, Jason Cifra, and Judy Stewart)
Rob Petrucci explained the catalog process. They found out People Soft will be able to retain the changes and the descriptions over time.  There would be a one year process before catalog production.  Moving to an E catalog would allow a way to make note of document changes over the years. The catalog for this year will still be produced the traditional way.
Committee trying to streamline the process. 
New FSCC policy approved in May: 
Chair Guzman spoke with General Council regarding the FSCC Policy; he was told it is waiting for Dr. Richards’s signature.
Course Shelf-life policy:
Questions from FS meeting:
-When would six-year period begin?
-Will there be exceptions? For example for courses needed as “equivalent” for students transferring to CSN
-Who would enforce the policy? What happens if a Dept. does not comply?
What if a course is offered, but cancelled due to low enrollment?

SCACs 
Billy Duke, committee Chair discussed the Math and Science School Committee changes.
Bob Aberle commented on the Business Hospitality and Public Services, School Committee
Rob Petrucci reported on the Health Sciences School committee.
Margaret Taylor reported on the Advanced and Applied tech School Committee

Common Course Numbering meetings
Chair Guzman reported there will be meetings this year, definitely a “Math” meeting.
For spring they will focus on technical and vocational fields. 
Articulation and Transfer Boards meetings
 Gen Ed changes are being worked on and will review at the December meeting. Chair Guzman and someone from counseling will attend the upcoming meetings. 

General Education Committee (see attached report-)
ENG changes, HS or A & L meeting
Courses developed for Dental Program (English) have to be changed.
? -Should presentation be submitted at Health Sciences or A & L meeting
ans:- Rob Petrucci will bring at December meeting. Lisa at A&L

New programs
Chair Guzman reported that some new programs have been accumulating over the past two years.  There are two new programs from Health Sciences. “They will be presented at BOR in December.”

Margaret Taylor commented that some Degrees that have been “on hold” for years, and might be able to be pulled.  Beverly will let the committee know what degrees are on hold. 
FSCC Chair “Elect”
Currently, the Curriculum Chair stays for two years. Chair Guzman has two names that are interested becoming Chair -Elect
Training for new committee members
Chair Guzman asked new members if they have questions. None did.
Other items
Rob Petrucci asked John Bearce to pull a Course Report. Rob will post on Angel.
Chair Guzman adjourned the meeting at 11:35















ATTACHMENT
CSN General Education Review	-	Status Report to CSN Curriculum Committee
Hello to Curriculum,
Sorry I'm not present. I'm attending a UNLV General education Review meeting.
Your fellow Gen Ed-ers will be able to fill in the background details on the UNLV proposed plan for General Education. The UNLV proposal involves "Universal Undergraduate Learning Outcomes" (UULOs) and First and Second Year Experience courses. We at CSN have been watching this closely to try to figure out what it might mean for us.
This status report addresses some new details. Unfortunately, the new details are complicated. Optimistically, I argue that we should shake off the complications and go our own way.
Here are the new details as I see them:
1. The UNLV plan is stalled out.
I have been attending the UNLV Gen Ed meetings and receiving the UNLV Gen Ed distribution list since early Aug. In my view, UNLV is completely stalled out in their UULO and the Second Year Experience plans. Again, in my view, there is no way that they can roll this out for the 2012 Catalogue as they had originally intended.
Here is a short list of things that are blocking UNLV's progress. The last two of these are especially relevant to CSN.
(a) THEMES - There is a controversy about whether the Second Year Experience courses should be officially tied to a set of themes including things like environmental sustainability, and whether something like this is feasible.
(b) IMPLEMENTATION - Themes or no themes, there is no real consensus - even in the Gen Ed Committee - about how the Second Year Experience courses are to be structured or implemented beyond the planned pilot courses on sustainability. They are debating the pros and cons of the course - again.
(c) TRANSFER - Nobody at UNLV has given much careful thought to the transfer issue. When I raised the issue at the Aug. 14th meeting I was met with mostly blank stares. A subcommittee with CSN and NSC was recommended but nothing has come of this yet.
(d) WORLD LITERATURE - World Lit fits nowhere in the UULO structure. So, the UNLV committee planned to eliminate World Lit from UNLV's Gen Ed. The UNLV English department was not happy. Several nebulous counter proposals are floating around.
2. Transfer is a special problem. Here is an overview: 
The problem is that there are Third and Fourth Year Experience courses as well. The Third and Fourth year courses are not big auditorium interdisciplinary courses like the First and Second Year Experience courses. But, the Third and Fourth year courses are supposed to piggy back on to the First and Second Year Experience course issues. CSN students (at least most of them) will not have completed the First and Second Year courses. So they can't easily matriculate into the Third and Fourth.
The BOR Articulation says that anyone with an AA from an NSHE institution has satisfied NSHE Gen Ed. So, it seems obvious to me that UNLV can't require more Gen Ed from transfer students - IE: they can't require transfer students to take either the First and Second Year Experience courses. So, transfer students have no clear path through the Third and Fourth year courses.
* I believe that any plan that does not accommodate CSN transfer to UNLV will simply be shot down by BOR.
** We must vigilantly_ guard against any "accommodation" from UNLV that isolates transfer students.
3. World Lit is a special problem. Here is an overview: 
I have been delaying reconvening the CSN Gen Ed group in hopes that we would get a decision from UNLV about their position on World Lit. This was a main topic of the Aug. 14th meeting. Little to no headway was made. No headway was made at the Sept 3rd meeting either. I was hoping that tomorrow's meeting at UNLV might, bring some resolution. BUT, I'm looking over the UNLV agenda for tomorrow right now and it does not explicitly appear. So, who knows...
4. CSN can't duplicate the Second Year Experience courses on any sort of large scale, and we should not care. 
I have thought about this a lot over the summer:
CSN can't do it CSN workloads are incompatible with multiple small interdisciplinary courses in terms of coordination of faculty across multiple campuses. We would have to coordinate three sections of a course taught by the same three faculty members, and all of these would have to make enrollment caps in order to make workload
requirements. This is totally unfeasible. We also can't go to large auditorium courses, as UNLV plans to do. Our facilities are just not designed for this.
CSN shouldn't care - The CSN "brand" is small classes and personal attention. Even if we could do the large scale courses we shouldn't. (Maybe "brand" is crass. But I don't think so. CSN provides students in Southern Nevada with a kind of experience that UNLV and NSC do not.) This coupled with the fact that the UNLV plan looks increasingly unfeasible means that we should move in our own direction.
We should not waste any more time waiting for the UNLV plan. Our original fears about UNLV are confirmed. This is a moving target but it isn't moving in any predictable direction, and it isn't moving anywhere fast. They have been at this for more than two years now, and are making no progress.
S. A New Plan for CSN 
As I said, I've been thinking about this over the summer. I'm putting the finishing touches on a new plan that I want to propose to the CSN Gen Ed Committee. I think the plan incorporates our category strategy and is tailored to the needs of CSN as an institution.
Given that there is little use in stalling any further, I want to convene a meeting of the CSN Gen Ed Committee for next Friday, October 1st at 9:30 am on the WC campus. I know this is somewhat short notice. I'm hoping it works with the committee members' plans. I will be contacting Gen Ed Committee members tomorrow (Friday, Sept. 24th) about scheduling this meeting.


