



FACULTY SENATE MEETING

Charleston Campus-Room B105
October 10, 2008

1. Chair Sondra Cosgrove called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m. 

  2.   The attendance sheet was signed.

Senate Leadership Present:
Sondra Cosgrove, Chair; Mark Rauls, Chair Elect; Jodie Mandel, Secretary

Senators Present:  Leticia Llamas, Thomas Finneran, Mike Connolly, Sandra Kingma, Joe Miller, Jennifer Basquiat, Steve Konowalow,  Eric Moreau, Patrick Quinn, Robert Aberle, Robb Bay, Bob Gutschick, Terry Pippin, Ken Betita, Melissa Schalles, Heidi Schneiter, Tracy Sherman, Judy Scott, Joe Miller, Patrick Villa, Chuck Milne, Sue Blizard, Joshua Levin, Shari Lyman , De Anna Beachley,.
Senators Absent w/ (proxy):

Shellie Keller (Anna-Marie Hame), Bert Chiasson (Kraig Knapp), Laura McBride (Evelyn Doody)
Senators Absent w/o proxy:

Susan Scheublein 

Guest:

Vice -President Arthur Byrd, Vice -President, Darren Divine,  Kevin Anderson, Mitzi Ware, Kary Nguyen, Sue Gordon, Jim Matovina, Tina Petrie, Mark Sawyer, William Roby, Theri Wyckoff, Monica Brett, John Mueller, Anthony McParland
3. Welcome & Raise Your Voice Update: 

Chair Cosgrove announced the debate was cancelled because the Democratic Caucus in the Senate refused to attend.  She praised the student government for doing a wonderful job with students regarding voting registration.
 4.    Approval of September 5, 2008 Minutes:

 A motion to approve the September 5, 2008 minutes was made by Ken Betita and seconded by Tom Finneran. The minutes were approved by a majority vote.

5. Proposed Amendments to Bylaws:
a. Change Professional Standards Committee Name

Eric Moreau made the motion, Tracy Sherman seconded, the motion passed by majority vote.

b. Professional Advancement Committee

6. Grade Appeal Policy Clarification:
A motion to approve the new language in the Policy, under B. (If the chair/head and the instructor agree, the appeal is resolved.  If not, a resolution is not achieved and the student may then appeal to the dean of the School) was made by Steve Konowalow and seconded by Sheri Lyman, the motion was approved by majority vote.

7. Refund Policy:
Chair Cosgrove and Faculty Senators discussed the Refund Policy and decided the main issue is that students could not receive a partial refund through the first day of class in short term classes.  The policy was sent back to committee to discuss whether students could receive a 75 percent refund up to the first class meeting.  Even exchange of classes and sections is covered in the Add/Drop Policy.
 Guest: Vice-President, Dr. Arthur Byrd
Dr. Byrd gave a power-point presentation regarding the results of the Noel Levitz 2008 Student Satisfaction Survey as reported by Dian Waryas of Institutional Research.  The purpose of the survey was to gauge CSN performance currently, and to evaluate progress since the last survey in 2006.  A total of 3386 students comprised the survey population generated by a random sample method. A total of 2083 were returned and 1890 were processed. The Following are samples of the results:

Strengths: Library Resources; Classes held at convenient times; Computer Lab hours

Challenges: Class Availability; Academic Advising; On-line early alert system; concern for individuals

Areas of Improvement from 2006:

Faculty Care

Library Resources

Fewer Registration Conflicts
Faculty Advisors

Availability of seeing counselors before enrolling

Available Classes

Commitment to students with disabilities   
 Jim Matovina - Evaluation Committee Report.

Professor Matovina reported that the first committee meeting to discuss changes was held today.  He said the Policy will not go into effect until the Fall of 2009, and he has received a great deal of feedback from faculty.  He stated that this is an opportunity for faculty to write their own evaluation process, “FOR THE FACULTY BY THE FACULTY”, without administrators having a hand in it. He discussed at length some of the core issues important to faculty.  Professor Matovina acknowledged the committee members, and reported their next step will be to sort things out and prepare a draft for review by December.

8. Chair’s Report:

a. Mission Statement/Strategic Planning Committee Update

Chair Cosgrove reported that they gathered data, done an environmental scan and

 will do a data scan on what’s important.  When that is edited, they will add a value statement.  Chair Cosgrove noted that this has to be done by the end of the month in order to meet Board of Regents deadline.

b. Board of Regents Update:

Chair Cosgrove said the Board has decided to keep the Budget “As Is”.  She said they will do a list of priorities for the December meeting, specifying a list of absolute needs to function.

c. Bookstore Update:
Chair Cosgrove noted she received lots of responses regarding the Bookstore Committee.  The contract is up in April 2009.  It’s been decided to write the RFP for the bookstore contract with customer service expectations, responsibility etc, and will write into the contract “what we won’t stand for”.

Senator Robb Bay commented that promises weren’t kept with the Vending Machine contract.  Chair Cosgrove said Vending machines will be an item on an upcoming Agenda.

Kary Nguyen of Student Government reported that later this year students will start a Book Exchange Program.  They are working on the aspects of the program and should have it ready for spring semester.  It will function much like Craig’s List.
d. Over 30 Merit Policy to Committee:

Chair Cosgrove reported that the Welfare Committee has been asked to add the evaluation criteria to the Over 30 Merit Policy.

e. Internal Recognition Committee

Mitzi Ware and Jodie Mandel will be in charge of this committee.  The focus of the committee will be Retirement, Recognition, Celebrations, Honors, etc.  Chair Cosgrove said she will find someone from Health Sciences for the committee.  She also said it might merge with the Awards Committee, but this is unclear at this time.
9. New Business: 

Anthony McParland of Student Government Raise Your Voice informed
Faculty of the following:
• NFA donated $1,000-Thanks to Instructors

• Over 1,000 students have registered to vote

•Sponsored an Education Round Table

•Early Voting will be held at the Clark County Library (Charleston) on October 22nd
•Student Club will have a political figure to come and give a “rousing” speech

•Political rallies to protest Budget Cuts, working with UNLV and counterparts in the North

to decide on whether to hold one event or two.
Senator Charles Milne of the Green Initiative Committee discussed what they want to accomplish here on campus.  He said they will meet again in a couple of weeks and come up with a “Things to do List”.

Senator Robb Bay raised a concern that a completely online schedule would bypass a significant percentage of the student market.  Chair Cosgrove stated that some paper copies of the schedule will still be published.  Senator Terri Pippin would like to see a proposal to have loading zones available for short-term parking to help alleviate staff and faculty parking issues.  He explained that CSN police do not have time or backing necessary to issue tickets for restricted parking areas, which is why those types of parking solutions haven’t been tried.
Chair Cosgrove said there may be a possible bond issued to build a parking structure on West Charleston, but funding and repayment will be issues.
10. Adjourn

The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 pm
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