FACULTY SENATE MEETING

Charleston Campus-Room B105

November 7, 2008

CSN Police Chief Sandy Seda held a Shooter on Campus Safety TRAINING presentation prior to the Faculty Senate meeting.  After the presentation he answered questions from faculty.

1. Chair Sondra Cosgrove called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m.

2. The attendance sheet was signed.

3. Guest: Vice Chancellor, Dan Klaich; Student body President, David Waterhouse; Vice President Patty Charlton-Dayar, Vice President Darren Divine, Freda R. Jackson, Sue Gordon, Mitzi Ware, John Mueller, Tina Petrie.
4. Approval of October 2008 minutes.  A motion to approve with corrections, was made by Eric Moreau and seconded by Charles Milne, the minutes were approved by majority vote.

David Waterhouse reported on the following student activities:
• Nevada student body presidents are starting projects focusing on the Budget Cuts.

   The “tombstones” on campus displays was one of their ideas.

• They are working on a four page pamphlet explaining how Budget Cuts will affect students

• savenevadastudents.org, is a website for students to find information regarding rallies and other activities, including the scheduled rally on January 22, 2009.

• Working on tailgate events for UNLV

• Talking to Teachers Union, AARP, PTA meetings, and other organizations to discuss the affects of the Budget Cuts.   
•Information for people to find and connect with their Legislators.

•Contacting media with a goal of attracting National Media Coverage

Past-Chair Judy Stewart reported on the Health Benefits Plan that will begin in July 2009:

•Premiums will be raised

•Assessment Questionnaire being removed.

• No choice in deductibles, ($725 for individuals and $1450 for families)
•Removing counseling for ADHD treatment
•Out of pocket deductibles will be done every year
•Changes to retirement benefits (new retirees)

•Must have 15 years of service

•Domestic partnership benefits were approved if funding is available; it’s off the table this year

•No provision for keeping items if funding is not approved.

Past- Chair Stewart will keep faculty informed, and will send out information put together by the Governor.  She also discussed plans to work on an endowment for Homeless Youth, working with the Nevada Partnership for Homeless youth, trying to raise $100,000 in three years.  She asked those interested to let her know.

Chair Cosgrove introduced Vice Chancellor Dan Klaich, as a strong advocate for the college.  Vice Chancellor Klaich stated the results of the election sent a message that there is potential for hope that something different will happen.  He said Budget issues have been talked about for two decades and now is the time to work and get the money needed for the colleges.  Vice Chancellor said he thinks Legislators react to real life stories on how lives are touched and changed.  He feels that to show how the faculty and the programs touch and change people’s lives would have an impact. Vice Chancellor Klaich reported that he and Chair Wixom will meet with the Governor on November tenth to discuss issues regarding the impact of Budget Cuts.  He also noted that Chancellor Rogers has done a great job keeping the issue alive.
Change of Professional Standards Committee Name
The name was changed to The Professional Advancement Committee by a vote of 80-3 and has been submitted to Dr. Richards for signature.

Policies:

a. Add/Drop:

Chair Cosgrove explained additions to the Policy and discussed sentence changes with Senators.  After discussion and agreement, a motion to approve was made by Chuck Milne and seconded by Sherry Lyman, the motion passed by majority vote. 

b. Tuition Refund Policy: Chair Cosgrove discussed the Policy with Senators, after adding “Calendar Day” in a couple of areas of the policy, Sue Blizard made a motion to approve, it was seconded by Joe Miller with Eric Moreau opposed.  Motion passed by majority vote.

c. Hate Crimes Policy:  Chair Cosgrove discussed the Policy with Senators and after removing a few procedures and changing some wording, Eric Moreau motioned to approve the Policy, it was seconded by Judy Scott and passed by majority vote.

Chair’s Report: 
a. Strategic Planning/Mission Statement Update:
Chair Cosgrove discussed the Mission, Vision, and Values Statements, saying they are sent to the President and will be reviewed yearly. 

b. E-Mail as Official Communication:
Chair Cosgrove informed Senators that using e-mail as official communication has been discussed, and a “General Statement” is needed to convey this decision.  After discussing with senate, it was decided to turn this issue over to the Vice-President of Academic Affairs.
c. E-Mail Regents:

Chair Cosgrove will ask Chancellor Rogers assistant to send a bullet list of the plans he discussed here at CSN last Tuesday.  She will send Senators a list of Regents and Legislators contact information.  She also informed Senators we will have four new Regents. 

d. Faculty Evaluation Policy:
Chair Cosgrove will send new information to Faculty regarding this policy.

New Business: There was no new business.

Adjourn: The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 p.m
