



FACULTY SENATE MEETING

Cheyenne Campus-Room 2410

December 5, 2008
1. Chair Sondra Cosgrove opened the meeting at 1:10 p.m.
2. The attendance sheet was signed.
Senate Leadership Present:  Sondra Cosgrove, Chair; Mark Rauls, Chair-Elect; Judy Stewart, Past-Chair.  Leslie Collins was proxy for Jodie Mandel, Secretary.

Senators Present: Mike Connolly, Joe Miller, Jennifer Basquiat, Steve Konowalow, Laura McBride, Patrick Quinn, Robert Aberle, Robb Bay, Bob Gutschick, Terry Pippin, Ken Betita, Deborah Mzhickteno, Melissa Schalles, Heidi Schneiter, Tracy Sherman, Judy Scott, Paula Grenell, Patrick Villa, Chuck Milne, Joel Johnson, Sue Blizard, Joshua Levin, Diana Anson, Shari Lyman, DeAnna Beachley.
Senators Absent w/ (Proxy): Letitia Llamas, (Ginny Martin); Bert Chiasson, (Kraig Knapp).

Senators Absent w/o Proxy: Tom Finneran, Sandra Kingma, Eric Moreau, Susan Scheublein.
3. Chair Cosgrove deviated from the agenda’s order, and gave recognition to Dr. Candace Kant (noting there was triple chocolate cake for later).  She presented Dr. Kant with a Certificate of Appreciation.  Dr. Kant gave a short speech reflecting on her service to the College. She told Senators that they have a choice to just do what’s necessary or go the extra mile; she said they are the strength of the College; their work is valued cherished and noticed.  Chair Cosgrove added that if it wasn’t for the faculty, the Senate Chair would not be able to get the job done.
4. Chuck Milne made a motion to approve the November 7, 2008 minutes, Judy Scott seconded and the minutes were approved by majority vote. 

5. Policies:
a. Minor Children On Campus
Chair Cosgrove reminded Senators that this issue was originally part of the Unregistered Student Policy, but was taken out because it was a separate issue.
She introduced Dr. Art Byrd to discuss the policy with Senators.  Dr. Byrd said it is too easy for an exception to become a rule, and could cause liability issues for the College.  Dr. Byrd answered questions from senators regarding the Policy. He explained that he was involved with the development of the Policy and tried to put in protections for faculty.  Chair Cosgrove will send the Policy to Senators. She asked that suggestions be sent to her in order to have something ready to pass by February. She will also send a copy to Richard Hinckley, General Counsel to look over.
b. Sense of the Senate: “Time to wait for late Instructors”

Chair Cosgrove asked Senators if they thought they should construct a policy regarding the time students should “wait for late instructors.”  After a discussion, the consensus of Senators was to have instructors put a time limit in their syllabus. Chair Cosgrove will draft language and send it to Senators before the February meeting.

6. Report from Green Initiatives ad hoc Committee:

Chuck Milne, Chair of the committee, explained what the committee has done in prioritizing a list of initiatives (1) Eco Awareness, (2) Recycling and (3) Education Initiatives. He found out the Jim Nelson of Facilities Management already does recycling therefore, the committee has removed it from their goals.
The committee would like to have a newsletter to promote green ideas, do more with water conservation, push paperless classes, inkjet recycling, and have an energy audit.

The committee has also done the following:

• Discussed with Michael Judge of OTS regarding the ability to turn off software in smart classrooms automatically
• Discussed the need to inform users to turn computers off at night
• Considering other “Green” initiatives i.e. clubs, slogans, ride program etc. Chair Cosgrove commented that legislators will be doing “green initiatives: also.

• Chair Milne said, the committee would like approval to take over a campus one Saturday in fall 09 for a Green Conference; and he would like a vote of approval from Faculty Senate.  Chair Cosgrove will note any information forthcoming in the Senate Newsletter. She will make sure that Kevin Stich and Kim Brown look at it regarding staff other than faculty.
Chair Cosgrove announced that Chuck Milne will take on the Faculty Evaluation Committee in the absence of Jim Matovina. 
7. Chair Cosgrove reported that the Ethics committee has been working on a Textbook Policy.  Yvonne Leavell said they could not find a faculty derived “Textbook Policy” at other colleges and universities.  Only bookstores seemed to have such policies. She found that electronic textbooks have different refund issues. Faculty need to be aware of this and inform their students.  Professor Leavell said the bookstore should post signs so students are aware if there is a “no refund” policy. Chair Cosgrove will send out the Policy for Senators to peruse before February.

Chair Cosgrove introduced Professor Alan Balboni who gave a few remarks in tribute to
Candace Kant.

8. Chair’s Report:

a. Board of Regents Update:
Chair Cosgrove reported that on Thursday, December 4th, many students showed up at the meeting, primarily interested in budget issues.  The Regents moved the budget segment to Friday. On Friday, the Budget meeting was tabled until Dec. 12th.  The student government members were unhappy they had not received more information of special fee increases.
b. Budget Update:

  Chair Cosgrove reported that there is a good possibility that tuition will not be raised.  In February, when the Board reconvenes, it will have a different look, as a result of the November elections.  The Chancellor has sent a letter to Governor requesting him to appoint a committee to vet new Regents.  Chair Cosgrove will send a memo from Chair Wixom to senators.  She also asked that they stay involved during winter break with budget issues.  She also will have a budget update in the Newsletter.

c. Benefits Update:
Shari Lyman gave a report on the SAGE (Spending and Government Efficiency) Commission:
• All members are from the private sector

•Proposals: eliminate medical insurance subsidies

• Candace Kant gave a prepared statement on retiree benefits 
•Chair Bruce James attempted to cut Candace Kant before she finished her statement

•Commissioner Jan Jones spoke

•Steven Hill from the Chamber of Commerce spoke

•David Goldwater took their documents
•Steven Hill asked if they could get new statistics to the Commission

•Carolyn Collins says they need to do a study with UNLV and put together data for them

•Chair Cosgrove will contact Dan Klaich and work together in obtaining the information to send to the SAGE COMMISION.

d. Angel Migration Update :
Chair Cosgrove announced new training will start on Monday December 8th.

e. Faculty Living out of State Update:

Academic Standards will send Senate a report next week.

f. Student Government Rally:

Will be held January 22nd, UNLV at 6:00 p.m.

9. New Business:

Judy Scott reported that the Budget Committee is planning to do a budget training workshop during convocation.  She also stated that, even though there is no money, faculty should still go through with the process for requesting technology and other supplies.

10. The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 p.m. 


