



FACULTY SENATE MEETING

Charleston Campus-Room 105B
February 13, 2009
1. Chair Sondra Cosgrove opened the meeting at 1:05 p.m.
2. The attendance sheet was signed.
Senate Leadership Present:  Sondra Cosgrove, Chair; Mark Rauls, Chair-Elect; Jodie Mandel, Secretary.

Senators Present: Tom Finneran, Mike Connolly, Sandra Kingma,  Steve Konowalow, Laura McBride, Eric Moreau, Patrick Quinn, Robert Aberle, Robb Bay, Bob Gutschick, Terry Pippin, Ken Betita, Deborah Mzhickteno, Melissa Schalles, Heidi Schneiter, Tracy Sherman, Judy Scott, Bert Chiasson, Chuck Milne, Joel Johnson, Sue Blizard, Joshua Levin, Shari Lyman, De Anna Beachley, Diana Anson,  
Senators Absent w/ (Proxy): Joe Miller, (Tom Lisa); Jennifer Basquiat (Diana Clennan);

Patrick Villa, (Billy Duke);  

Senators Absent w/o Proxy: Paula Grenell
3. Guest: David Waterhouse, Vitaliano Figueroa, Carolyn Collins, Sue Gordon, Kevin Anderson, Tina Petrie, John Mueller, Bill Kerney.
Guest: David Waterhouse- President, Student Government

President Waterhouse informed Senate that the January Rally at UNLV was a huge success.  They are planning a second one, to be held at UNLV on March 25th, with the focus on the Inequity Funding Problem.  He said we will manage the media differently this time, and make sure all speakers get a chance to speak.  They are also planning student leadership lobbying trips, one to sit in on sub- committee hearings and the other, to meet with the Governor.

President Waterhouse said they have a recycling bin is in the K building lobby and are working on the Book Exchange.  He said the students think the Dean’s List is a great idea for public image and funding.
The Student Government is looking into how textbooks are sold in the State, by pushing through an agenda item for Legislation at a State level to make Publishers use ISBN numbers and look at issues such as New Editions and Bundled Books.

Guest: Vitaliano Figueroa- Director Student Life and Leadership Development.
       Director Figueroa gave a brief overview of the program.  He said they have academic, cultural and social programs.  The CSN community service component partners with many organizations for service learning opportunities.  They participate in the President’s Service Award; have six new community organizations coming on board.  For more information, he can be reached at 651-4609 or Christine Valdez at 651-4698.  He said all options are on-line, including all volunteer agencies.  Chair Cosgrove will put instructions in the Senate Newsletter.  He noted that the program is not just for students, but for faculty and staff too.  

4. Approval of December 5, 2008 Minutes.
 Terry Pippin made a motion to approve the December minutes, Laura McBride seconded and the minutes were approved by majority vote. 

5. Benefits Update: Carolyn Collins

Carolyn Collins reported that she’s trying to get weekly updates for faculty regarding what’s going on with the Budget issues.  She said there needs to be a change in Public Perception, that State employees are “Happy and Highly Paid”.  Professor Collins gave examples of what the increase in the cost of Health Benefits would be under the Governor’s Budget Proposal. She informed faculty of an upcoming PEPB Hearing. It will be held at the Grant Sawyer building on Wednesday February 18th, and she encouraged a good turnout of CSN personnel.  Professor Collins explained that this year, PEBP will extend the benefit year from July 1st to October 31st.  The New Benefit year will start November 1st to June 30th, after that, the new plan will kick in. Professor Collins encouraged faculty members to continue writing to Legislators.  She said she would help with letter wording if necessary and also passed out an informational flyer entitled: WHAT CAN YOU DO POLITICALLY TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE?  
6. Board of Regents Update

Chair Cosgrove reported meeting the new Regents, Mr. Blakely, Kevin Page and Bill Cobb.  She feels that Regent Cobb will be an asset for faculty advocacy and asked faculty to introduce themselves to him through the Board of Regents website.

7. Policies:
a. Minor Children On Campus

   “at instructor’s discretion” was added to the language of the Policy.
Motion to approve was made by Steve Konowalow and seconded by Robert Aberle. The motion to approve was passed by majority vote.
b. Course Syllabus

Motion to Approve with correction (remove one “C”) was made by Sue Blizard    and seconded by Charles Milne. The motion to approve was passed by majority vote.
c. Faculty Evaluation Policy- Update:

Chuck Milne informed Senators that the committee is putting information into Policy format.  They will meet on February 27th and will have a draft done by the March Senate meeting.  Chair Cosgrove said she would like to vote on the Policy in April.
d. Dean’s List Proposed Policy
Motion to approve was made by Steve Konowalow and seconded by Diana Anson.
Motion to approve was passed by majority vote.

e. Nepotism Policy

After discussion, Senate agreed to ask the Ethics Committee to investigate adding domestic partners to the list of first degree relations. A motion to approve was made by Sue Blizard and seconded by Steve Konowalow.  Motion to approve was passed by majority vote.
f. DE Standards and Guidelines Update
Shari Lyman will chair an Ad-Hoc committee to review the DE Standards and Guidelines per the policy.  The main complaint about the policy is that it needs to be organized differently.  Dale Etheridge, who was on the committee that drafted the policy originally, offered to share information with Shari.
g. Academic Dishonesty Policy:

Bill Kerney explained the Policy and informed Senators that General Counsel had looked at the Policy.  He will ask the General Counsel when a record can be expunged. He also said that UNLV has the Policy in effect.  Chair Cosgrove will send to Senators for feedback information to the Committee.
h. Textbook Policy Update:

Chair Cosgrove commented that there has not been much feedback, and asked that the Policy be sent back to the Executive Committee.  She will send all information out to Senators when it is received. 
8. Committees:
a. Service Learning Committee-Diana Anson, Chair
b. Leadership Training Committee- Needs  Chair
Chair Cosgrove commented that Dr. Richards supports Shared Governance.  She will send out a general e-mail and request for a “Chair”.
9.  Senate Resolutions

a. Governor’s Budget

   Following a discussion to tailor to CSN workloads, add funding inequity information   and insure money follows students, Chair Cosgrove will edit and resend via e-mail.  A motion to pass the Resolution with the aforementioned changes was made by Judy Scott and seconded by Deanna Beachley.  Motion passed by majority vote.

10. New Business

Senator Melissa Schalles informed Senators about the “rabbits on campus” issue.  She said they do not belong to the Veterinary Department and there is nothing they can do regarding the rabbits.
Senator Joshua Levin shared his experience with the Google Docs Program.  He said everyone can work on the same program simultaneously.

Senator Joel Johnson asked if the math department could pass policies that pertain only to the math faculty; specifically in regard to requiring all math faculty to use the same final exam and to have the same grading scale.  Chair Cosgrove explained that the only enforceable policies at CSN are recommended by Senate and signed by the President to ensure that all faculty are treated equally.  Chair Cosgrove explained that if a department wanted to enforce rules or practices they would have to be addressed through Senate first and could not violate other CSN approved policies.
Senator Bob Gutschick informed Senators that the Bookstore Committee will meet on February 27th. Regarding the Bookstore contract, Chair Cosgrove will send information via e-mail regarding Bookstore issues and the RFP (request for proposal) process.
Senator Tracy Sherman reminded senate of Cancer Awareness Month.

Senator Shari Lyman thanked the NFA for going to all the SAGE meetings etc., and would like as many as possible at the Grand Sawyer hearings on February 18th.

11. Adjourn

Chair Cosgrove adjourned the meeting at 3:20 p.m.
