FACULTY SENATE MEETING

Charleston Campus Room 105B

May 1, 2009

Chair Cosgrove opened the meeting at 1:00 p.m.

The attendance sheet was signed.

Senate Leadership Present: Sondra Cosgrove, Chair; Mark Rauls, Chair-Elect; Judy Stewart, Past-Chair; Jody Mandel, Secretary

Senators Present: Tom Finneran, Mike Connolly, Jennifer Basquiat, Steve Konowalow, Laura McBride, Eric Moreau, Robert Aberle, Robb bay, Bob Gutschick, Terry Pippin, Melissa Schalles, Heidi Schneiter, Tracy Sherman, Judy Scott, Bert Chiasson, Patrick Villa, Chuck Milne, Joel Johnson, Sue Blizard Joshua Levin, Shari Lyman DeAnna Beachley, Diana Anson, Ken Betita, Deborah Mzhickteno

Guest: Their Wyckoff, Kevin Anderson, Billy Duke, Earnest Bracey, Ken Hochstetler, Tina Petrie, John Mueller, Fred Conquest, Jim Matovina, Carolyn Collins, Alok Pandey, L.D. Foreman, Hyla Winters, Karen Hyne
Approval of the April 10, 2009 minutes: A motion was made to approve the April minutes with corrections, by Judy Scott and seconded by Steve Konowalow.  Motion passed by majority vote.
Chair Cosgrove asked for a moment of silence to honor Nancy “Penny” Schwartz who passed away last weekend, after just being awarded tenure.  Josh Levin announced he has created a web page for postings regarding Penny Schwartz.  Their Wyckoff is putting together a memorial on Wednesday May 6th in the Charleston Campus B building common area for faculty, staff and students. 
Tenure Policy: 

Chair Cosgrove reported that the President wanted the Faculty Evaluation Policy to pass before he signed the Tenure Policy passed by Senate in April of 2008.  Judy Scott made a motion to have the Policy take effect July 1st, Jennifer Basquiat seconded, motion passed by majority vote. The Tenure Policy will be sent to the President for his signature next week.
Bookstore RFP :

Chair Cosgrove reported that vendors Follett and Barnes & Noble presented to the RFP committee on April 17th.  The committee explained issues to both vendors and both provided their final offers. Jack Holland asked the committee to meet next week to peruse the offers.   
Election Information and Requests:
 Earnest Bracey, Professor of Political Science, read a statement describing his concerns regarding the Social Science Department Chair election procedures and results.  Professor Bracey asked Faculty Senate for an investigation of the matter.

Public Comment:
Patrick Villa commented that because the Chair and Chair-elect are both in the Social Science Department they should not be involved in the discussion.   Bob Gutschick made a motion for the Chairs to recues themselves from the discussion, motion passed.   Past-Chairs Judy Stewart and Alok Pandey presided over the meeting to hear comments regarding the Social Science Department Chair election issues.  Senators commenced to discussing and debating the concerns.
After discussion, Laura McBride made a motion to create an Ad hoc committee to make recommendations to Faculty Senate regarding an investigation of the Social Sciences Department Chair Election. The vote was called with 16 yea 8 opposed, 2 abstentions Steve Konowalow, and Terry Pippin motion passed by majority vote.

Senate Chair Elect-Re-Vote

Chair Cosgrove resumed duties as Chair, but was asked to recuse herself because she was a candidate.  Mark Rauls-Chair Elect, presided over the Chair Election re-vote issue.  He explained the process of the Senate Chair-elect elections. 

A motion was made to suspend the Agenda by Shari Lyman until the third candidate arrived; it was seconded by Eric Moreau, Motion passed by majority vote.

Proposed By-Law Amendment: 4.2.Election
Chair Cosgrove moved to the next item on the agenda, 4.2.Election.  Chair Cosgrove called for a vote to accept the amendment with the word expiry changed to expiration, the amendment was passed by majority vote.

Budget / Board of Regents Update:
Chair Cosgrove gave the following updates regarding the budget:

• May 5th PEBP and PERS decisions will be made

• Budget closes on May 8th
• Board of Regents will meet on May 12th
• President Richards will hold forums on May 14th at all campuses

John Mueller of Human Resources announced that on Monday May 4th, a buy-out plan and criteria will be explained for fiscal year 2010.
Senate Chair-Elect Re-vote (cont’d):

Chair-Elect Rauls returned the meeting to the agenda.   He explained there had been a number of concerns voiced by various members of the college community especially regarding statements by candidates not going out with the ballots.  The original ballot was extended.  The Executive Committee thought there were conflicts of interest and the process of the way balloting was done.  The Executive Committee voted to request a re-vote because voting was done before candidates could present themselves before Senate.  As a member of the committee, Chair-Elect Rauls recused himself from voting.   Shari Lyman explained that because she and Chair Cosgrove are members of the Executive committee, they did not vote.  The initial election was stopped before ballots were counted and those ballots were destroyed. Chair-Elect Rauls designed the second ballot.  They used paper ballots only, and delivered them to the Chair of the Procedures Committee. The Chair of that committee was subsequently removed.  Terry Pippin took possession of the unopened ballots, and he, Mark Rauls, Bob Gutschick, Tracy Sherman, and Theri Wyckoff counted the ballots.  Three ballots were received late, but would not have influenced the results.  Terry presented the ballots, explained the procedure and noted they were counted three times.  The results were: none (1); Sondra Cosgrove (55); Shari Lyman (69); Bill Kerney (73).  The By-Laws require a majority vote (in this case, 99 votes) therefore, none of the candidates received a majority.
 Since no candidate received 99 votes, there is no clear winner.  According to Roberts Rules a re-vote is done until someone gets a majority.  Chair-Elect Rauls says the By-Laws have no provisions for a runoff and he would like to see the Executive Committee look at the By-laws over the summer and then hand over to the Procedures committee.   Judy Scott commented that Senate was picking and choosing which rules to follow.  Chair Cosgrove commented that the section of the By-Laws regarding Chair-Elect elections says nothing about sending out candidate statements etc.   Sue Blizard said the By-law was written for exactly a situation like the one that is happening now, and a majority of votes cast is needed.  Josh Levin stated there is a precedent in place for the current situation.  He said in the past there was a runoff.  Josh Levin made a motion to suspend Roberts Rules and vote for a runoff, Sue Blizard seconded ,the vote was 20 yea, 2 opposed (Judy Scott and Diana Anson)   and 5 abstentions (Bob Gutschick, Mark Rauls, Terry Pippin , Tracy Sherman, Heidi Schneiter, motion passed by majority.
Chair-Elect Rauls yielded the floor to Chair Cosgrove.  Chair Cosgrove made a statement regarding the handling of the voting issue.  She stated she agrees there was an appearance of a conflict of interest, but doesn’t feel it was addressed fairly.  Chair Cosgrove feels there was a conflict of interest regarding Past-Chair Judy Stewart, a member of the Executive Committee, being involved in the decision of the Executive Committee voiding the first election, and then introduced an amendment proposal to Senate last month that would add eligibility requirements for Chair-Elect candidates.  She also feels those that counted the last votes had a conflict of interest because of the Schools they represented. The three candidates said they didn’t want to throw out the first election but they were overruled.   She also asked that a statement be sent to faculty stating no malfeasance on her part had occurred, before re-running the election but that wasn’t done.  Chair Cosgrove closed by saying she enjoyed being Senate Chair this year and has worked hard and will concede the election.  
Josh Levin addressed Chair Cosgrove, thanking her for working tirelessly on behalf of faculty. He said they have had disagreement but disagree agreeably and particular has his thanks for defending all faculty interest regard to the budget issues this year.  Chair Cosgrove was given an ovation by Senate.  Shari Lyman thanked Chair Cosgrove and Bill Kerney and feels the campaign was positive and really has respect for leaders after running with them during the campaign.

Chair Rauls said there will be a runoff election between Shari Lyman and Bill Kerney. He said the election needs to happen as soon as possible.  He has Terri Norris looking into something electronically. Also, the student government has electronic voting set up and that may be an option.  

Patrick Villa mad a motion to run the re-vote on May 15th with the same process as the last vote, Steve Konowalow seconded, motion passed by majority.

Terry Pippin will handle the ballots again, along with Bob Gutschick, Steve Konowalow, Chuck Milne, Patrick Villa, and Jim Matovina.
Chair-Elect Rauls displayed to Senators the Plaque designed for Chair Cosgrove as a gift from Senate.  Past-Chair Judy Stewart commented that the amendment she proposed was not personal and she appreciates Chair Cosgrove’s efforts.  

 Sue Blizard made a motion to table the proposed amendment to the By-Laws until next fall; Eric Moreau seconded motion passed by majority vote.  

New Business:

Laura Mcbride asked a question regarding Senior Administrative Positions being awarded without having Search Processes.  Chair-Elect Rauls said the questions have come up in meetings with the President and there is usually Faculty Senate participation in the process.

He also stated that Interim positions can be extended by the President. 

Their Wyckoff asked to propose a By-Law that any candidate for Chair-Elect first be a sitting Senator.  Chair-Elect Rauls said the issue could be brought to Senate in the fall.

Past-Chair Stewart commented that Chair -Elect Mark’s life will change soon and asked that Senate formally Welcome him as incoming Chair. 

Chair-Elect Rauls has chosen three members for the Executive Committee, they are, Terry Pippin, Tracy Sherman and Patrick Villa they were approved by acclamation.

Meeting was adjourned at 3:50 p.m. 
