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Essential Observational, Movement, Communication and Behavioral Requirements 

The Dental Hygiene student must be able to: 

• Employ dental magnification loupes to discriminate among fine structural and color (i.e., red 
versus pink) differences in intraoral tissues, including oral pathologies (i.e., blue versus black, 
brown, or red). 

• Move freely and safely within a dental operatory and laboratory setting. 
• Reach laboratory benchtops and shelves. 
• Travel to various clinical sites for observations and clinical experiences. 
• Perform moderately taxing continuous physical work often requiring prolonged sitting over 

several hours. 
• Maneuver portable dental, radiology, and nitrous oxide equipment to safely utilize equipment 

when working on patients. 
• Control precision dental, and dental hygiene instruments, to safely remove calcified 

deposits from teeth, or add therapeutic antimicrobials to oral tissues. 
• Use a computer keyboard to calculate, record, and transmit clinical information. 
• Read and comprehend technical and professional materials. 
• Follow verbal and written instructions in order to correctly and independently perform 

clinical procedures on patients. 
• Effectively, confidentially, and sensitively converse with patients regarding medical and 

oral conditions. 
• Communicate with faculty members, fellow students, staff, and other healthcare 

professionals verbally and in written and typed format. 
• Independently prepare papers, clinical notes, and take written, computer, and clinical 

practical examinations. 
• Be able to manage the use of time and be able to systemize actions in order to complete 

professional and technical tasks within realistic constraints. 
• Possess the emotional health necessary to effectively employ critical thinking and problem-

solving skills and exercise appropriate judgment. 
• Be able to provide professional and technical services while experiencing the stresses of 

task-related uncertainty. 
• Be flexible and creative and adapt to professional and technical changes. 
• Recognize potentially hazardous materials, equipment, and situations and proceed safely in 

order to minimize risk of injury to patients, self, and nearby individuals. 
 

Note: Specialized dental stools have a maximum weight capacity of 300 lbs. Candidates who exceed this 
capacity will be responsible for providing their own dental stool that meets the standards for clinical 
performance. 


